What was the disease of the legs that afflicted King Asa?
The elderly have suffered from pain in their legs, which may be associated with various diseases, for thousands of years. This report analyzes the disease that afflicted the biblical King Asa (the third king of the house of Judah who reigned between 867 and 906 BCE). The sentence 'Nevertheless in the time of his old age he was diseased in his legs' indicates that King Asa suffered from disease in his legs. Among numerous diseases, peripheral vascular disease, gout, and degenerative osteoarthritis were most likely to affect the King's legs. And among these diseases, the diagnosis of peripheral vascular disease is the most acceptable. This report shows that the roots of contemporary modern gerontology can be traced back to biblical times.